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(Refinances are available on existing
VECU loans.)
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Receive up to a .20% discount with |
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** Must qualify for VECU Apple Relationship Rewards.
*** Loan rates based on terms and credit worthiness. Other restrictions may apply.
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Monday, January 16 i

Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 20

Spring Holiday

Monday, April 3
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(A flight simulator at Denbigh High
School’s Aviation Academy)

Take Your Legislator

to School Event

VECU CEO Sharon Conti attended
the Take Your Legislator to School
event at Denbigh High School’s
Aviation Academy. Attendees were
able to see STEM in action which

W Coiner
Scholarship Opportunities

As an educational-based financial institution, Virginia Educators Credit Union

recognizes the importance of education. We encourage our graduating high school
seniors and all educators to enter our scholarship essay contests this year.

All scholarship applicants, excluding full-time educators, must have a cumulative
grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher. Scholarship applications must be
accompanied with a one-page essay that is typed and double spaced.

For additional information about the scholarship opportunities available at Virginia
Educators Credit Union including essay topics and deadline information, visit our
website at www.vecu.org/scholarships or stop by one of our offices to pick up an |

application.

/i

e W. Phil Wynn Scholarship

university.

e K. Bennett Educators Scholarship

ﬁhe following scholarships are offered to VECU members:

$1,500 scholarship awarded to a graduating high school senior
who has been accepted and plans to attend a four-year college or

$1,500 scholarship awarded to a full-time educator who teaches at
\ a school located within the credit union’s field of membership.

fgﬁécmz@‘

ScHooL DivisIioN

EMBRACE - ENGAGE - EMPOWER

Virtual Mock Interviews

We enjoyed participating in virtual mock
interviews with students at Tabb, Grafton, and
York County High Schools during October and
November! During recent years, the Economic
and Personal Finance (EPF) classes participated
in Mock interviews to prepare the students for
future employment which includes resume
writing and job interviews. Various business
leaders, including VECU’s CEO Sharon Conti,
conducted virtual interviews with students

to engage in this great real life learning
experience that concluded with evaluations
and coaching feedback for the students.

A special thank you to the participating

i

Financial Literacy

Virginia Educators Credit Union
is proud to announce receiving
a 1st place state award in the
Desjardin Youth Financial
Education awards for credit
unions. The Desjardin Award,
sponsored by the Virginia Credit
Union League and the Credit
Union National association,
honors credit unions for their
commitment to teaching personal finance basics to
young people. During this award period, we included
some virtual formats to accommodate all classrooms,
and we appreciate the opportunity to share financial
literacy in all venues.

VECU offers FREE financial literacy presentations for all
ages including students, faculty, school employees and
PTA groups. Please contact VECU at financialliteracy@
vecu.org or call 757.930.2425 ext. 905 to schedule a
presentation today

included piloting a virtual aircraft and
experiencing a drone obstacle course.
Key school and legislative topics were
part of an informative discussion.
Thank you to NNPS for organizing this
great event!

students for their own excellent follow-up
questions!



A New Year’s
Resolution

(SIMPLE TIPS FOR AVOIDING
IDENTITY THEFT)

Many Americans are concerned about
someone stealing their credit card,
check, or debit card numbers, but they
may be ignoring an easy way thieves can
access financial accounts: receipts and
passwords.

Discarding receipts that have valuable
information greatly increases the risk
of credit and debit card fraud. Thieves
can easily find receipts with financial
or personal information in trash cans.
Here are some easy steps you can take
to prevent thieves from stealing your
financial information:

e Shred all preapproved credit offers
received in the mail, credit and
debit card receipts, insurance forms,
financial statements, and other
paperwork containing personal or
financial information.

e Check credit union statements and
other financial statements monthly
for discrepancies and order a credit
report once a year to make sure
no one else is using your personal
information to obtain credit cards or
services at annualcreditreport.com.

e Do not carry your Social Security
card in your wallet.

e Do not share or carry any passwords
on your person.

® Be hesitant about giving personal
or financial information over the
telephone—make sure you know the
caller and know how the information
will be used. (VECU has your
personal and financial information, so
we will not need to call you for this.)

April 15th may seem far away, but taking control of your
tax situation now can save you time and frustration later.

By getting a jump start you'll have time to request copies of
missing documents, avoid the last-minute rush, and if you're
getting a refund, probably get it sooner.

HERE ARE SOME TIPS TO JUMP START
YOUR TAX PREPARATIONS:

Gather records in advance. Make sure you have the
documentation you need, including W-2s and 1099s. Save
a copy for your files.

Get the right forms. visit your local library or check
the IRS (Internal Revenue Service) website’s Forms and
Publications section at http://www.irs.gov.

Watch the mail for your IRS Forms. vecu will
soon be mailing our IRS Form 1099 for members who
earned $10 or more in dividends on VECU accounts and
Form 1098 for reporting mortgage interest. Please retain
these forms for tax preparation purposes.

Double-check your math and Social Security

number. These are among the most common errors on tax
returns.

Consider filing electronically. I1t's easy and fast and
the refund will be in your account even faster.

Request Direct Deposit. For a quicker refund,
complete the Direct Deposit line on your tax form and let
the IRS put your refund right into your VECU account.

If you end up with a payment due to the IRS, a VECU personal
loan may be a good choice for you with rates as low as 9.49 %
APR=Annual Percentage Rate.

Daylig

ht Saving Time

Daylight Saving Time will begin on
Sunday, March 12th at 2:00 a.m.
Don’t forget to set your clocks

: ,. ahead one hour before you go
_ri‘ to bed on Saturday night!
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